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Settlement," as Grattan fondly hoped, " expand into the Irish
nation " ; would anything eflface the profound distinctions which
had kept Ireland a distracted land for ages, and make her a
really united people, capable of self-government and fit for
liberty ? Could Parliamentary government really prosper in a
community constituted as Ireland was, in which, it was said,
" a living head was at the top of a paralytic body " ; in which
the middle class was still deplorably feeble, in which the mass of
the peasantry remained degraded serfs ? Might not occasions
arise in which the old feuds and animosities of the past would
break out, and tear to pieces the superficial veil thrown over
the present? History was before long to answer questions
which had already flitted across reflecting minds.